
 

Directed Research Instructions 
A directed research course provides students with a unique opportunity to learn about a field where 
opportunities to do so through course offerings are limited or do not exist. Price students who wish to 
conduct directed research must follow all instructions listed below.  

1. Student prepares a brief description of the proposed research project. 
2. Student identifies a Price School faculty member who will supervise the directed research course 

and contacts the degree program administrator to confirm eligibility of proposed supervising faculty.  
3. Student, in collaboration with the supervising faculty, prepares the course syllabus using the Price 

School directed research syllabus template (attached).  
4. The student must submit the directed research syllabus via this webform.  
5. Once the syllabus is reviewed and approved by the supervising faculty and program director, the 

student will be granted departmental clearance for registration.  

NB: Students who register for directed research during the summer term must: 
1. Register for the correct section of directed research, as each section will unique dates. 
2. Adjust weekly time requirements to align with the number of semester weeks. Please review 

the Registrar’s guidelines on contact hours. 

Guidelines for Completing the Syllabus 
Students must fully complete the current CET syllabus template, including: 

1. A course description 
2. Detailed learning objectives 
3. Course requirements 
4. Meeting and work times 
5. Assignment submission policy 
6. Reading and assignments, including a list of appointment times with the supervising professor, 

number of hours of effort per week, deliverable due dates, and readings.  

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0196d552bc9b7f809ee3f3efcdc7d5a8
https://arr.usc.edu/curriculum/#chapter=curriculum-resources
https://cet.usc.edu/teaching-resources/syllabus-template/
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