


Congratulations
Class of 2026!

Congratulations!

Graduation is one of life’s great milestones, and we are so 
very pleased to celebrate it with you.

We hope your experience at the Sol Price School of 
Public Policy has been richly rewarding. Just as you have 
been inspired by your fellow students, faculty and staff, 
you have also inspired us.

Your tenacity in overcoming challenges has served you 
well – and has prepared you to flourish no matter what 
the future holds. We have every confidence that you will 
make a real-world impact that embodies the USC Price 
School’s mission to improve the quality of life for people 
and communities worldwide.

While your time as a student at the Price School comes 
to a close today, you are now and forever more a member 
of the esteemed Trojan Family Network. And you will 
always be welcome at the Price School regardless of 
where your endeavors take you.

Thank you for being part of our community, and fight on!



https://uscprice.page/pricecaptions

For live captions during the 
show, please scan the QR 
code or visit the link below

https://uscprice.page/shrinecaptions


PROCESSIONAL

DEGREE PROGRAM LEADERS 

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Public Policy and Management

Drishti Baid

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Urban Planning and Development

Yuquan (Wendy) Zhou

Doctor of Policy, Planning, and Development

Kelly Bates Busta

Master of Nonprofit Leadership 
and Management

Sally Krueger-Wyman 
Jorge Zatarain

Master of International Public Policy 
and Management

 Bolin (Cynthia) Sui 
Megumi Tsujimoto

Executive Master of Health Administration

Melissa Valle Abbud 
Trevor James McGee

Master of Health Administration

Jose Mario Moya Ferrufino 
Anezka Xi Majer

 

Master of Public Policy
Master of Science in Public Policy Data Science

Kaavya Kumar 
Jessica Marie Odishoo 
Victoria Alise Venzor

Master of Urban Planning

Tacoria Kiana Denise Perry 
Daniele J. Simon-Thompson

Master of Public Administration

Mitali Jain 
Alexander Louis Ryan

Dollinger Master of Real Estate Development

Desiree Joann Bieber 
Paris Julianne Sato

Bachelor of Science in 
Urban Studies and Planning

Kiana Melissa Amaya 
Jacob Davis Robinson

Bachelor of Science in Public Policy

Lila Salen Aspin  
Renee Torres

Bachelor of Science in Real Estate Development

Samantha Stephanie Armendariz 
Jaden Omid Samadi

FLAG BEARER 

Eleanor Jiangnan Love



Kevin Rudd
Former Australian Prime Minister 

Ambassador of Australia to the United States 
President and CEO of Asia Society

Former Australian Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd, Ph.D., is the keynote speaker at the 
2026 Commencement ceremony for the 
USC Price School of Public Policy.

Rudd, who is the incoming President 
and CEO of Asia Society, also served as 
Australia’s Foreign Minister and, more 
recently, the country’s Ambassador to the 
U.S. from March 2023 to April 2026. He 
was a member of the Australian Parliament 
from 1998 to 2013.

Rudd served as Australia’s 26th Prime 
Minister from 2007 to 2010 before 
returning to the role in 2013. As Prime 
Minister, Rudd oversaw the government’s 
response to the 2008 financial crisis, 

helping Australia avoid a recession, largely 
due to economic stimulus packages.

He also ratified the Kyoto Protocol, an 
international treaty aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions that are the prime 
cause of climate change, and withdrew 
Australian troops from the Iraq War.

As Ambassador to the U.S., Rudd worked 
with diplomats under U.S. Presidents Joe 
Biden and Donald Trump, playing key roles 
in securing multi-billion dollar trade deals.

Rudd is also a leading analyst of China and 
the founder and co-chair of the National 
Apology Foundation, which advances 
reconciliation between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australians.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 



Opening Remarks
Julie Kim, Ed.D.  

Assistant Dean of Student Affairs

Dean’s Remarks
Christopher G. Boone, Ph.D. 

Dean and C. Erwin and Ione L. Piper Chair 
Professor of Public Policy 

Commencement Speaker 
Kevin Rudd, Ph.D. 

Former Australian Prime Minister 
Ambassador of Australia to the United States 

President and CEO of Asia Society

Undergraduate Student Address
Eleanor Jiangnan Love 

Bachelor of Science in Public Policy

Graduate Student Address
Alexander Louis Ryan 

Master of Public Administration

Presentation of Doctoral Candidates and 
Hooding Ceremony

Presentation of the Class of 2026
Christopher G. Boone, Ph.D. 

Due to fire regulations, standing in aisles during the ceremony is not permitted. 

Professional photographers will take photos of the graduates  
as they receive their diplomas.

PROGRAM



PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
Doctor of Philosophy 

Doctor of Policy, Planning, and Development
John Romley, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Vice Dean for Research, and Program Director 
LaVonna Blair Lewis, Ph.D., Professor (Teaching) and Vice Dean for Student Success

Master of Nonprofit Leadership and Management
Regina Birdsell, M.S.W., Program Director 
Department of Public Policy and Management

Master of International Public Policy and Management 
Rym Kaki, Ph.D., Professor (Teaching) and Program Director

Department of Public Policy and Management

Executive Master of Health Administration
Master of Health Administration

Michael E. Harris, M.H.A., Professor (Teaching) and Program Director 
Julie M. Zissimopoulos, Ph.D., Professor and Chair 

Department of Health Policy and Management

Master of Public Policy
Master of Science in Public Policy Data Science

David Brady, Ph.D., Professor and Chair 
Department of Public Policy and Management

Master of Urban Planning
David Sloane, Ph.D., Professor and Chair 

Department of Urban Planning and Spatial Analysis

Master of Public Administration
David Brady, Ph.D., Professor and Chair 

Dora Kingsley Vertenten, Ph.D., Professor (Teaching) and Faculty Coordinator 
Department of Public Policy and Management

Dollinger Master of Real Estate Development
Richard K. Green, Ph.D., Professor and Chair 

Wilbur H. Smith III Department of Real Estate Development

Bachelor of Science in Urban Studies and Planning
David Sloane, Ph.D., Professor and Chair 

Department of Urban Planning and Spatial Analysis

Bachelor of Science in Public Policy
Grace Bahng, Ph.D., Professor (Teaching) and Program Director 

Department of Public Policy and Management

Bachelor of Science in Real Estate Development
Richard K. Green, Ph.D., Professor and Chair 

Wilbur H. Smith III Department of Real Estate Development



DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN  
PUBLIC POLICY AND MANAGEMENT 

Drishti Baid
Esther Gonzalez Montoya

Phillip Lee
Ann Song

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
URBAN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Robert Brent Binder
Alycia Cheng

Seongmoon Cho
Susan Helen Dexter

James Gross
Elizabeth Joun

Jody Liu
Thu Anh Nguyen

Aisling Grace O’Reilly
Marley Randazzo

Yuquan (Wendy) Zhou

DOCTOR OF POLICY, PLANNING, AND DEVELOPMENT

Kelly Bates Busta
Diana Emily Parero Dimapindan

Matthew Isaac Lazari

MASTER OF NONPROFIT LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

John David Ban
Joseph Alan Belsan
Patrick Ketchum

Sally Krueger-Wyman

Leticia Isabel Navarro
Joshua Joseph Pinedo

Jorge Zatarain

MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC POLICY AND MANAGEMENT

Sagi Abish
Malak Abulohoum

Nawaf Sultan Altayyar
Chin-Chen Chang
Chengkai Huang

Yongwoo Jeon
Murat Keles

Yu Mao
Bolin (Cynthia) Sui

Dametay Suleimenova
Zheyi Sun

Kasymkhan Tazhikhan
Michael Thompson
Megumi Tsujimoto



EXECUTIVE MASTER OF HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

Melissa Valle Abbud
Otaren Ehiosu Aimiuwu

LaTonia Lynn Cook
Derik Davoudian

Dennis Dean
Stephanie Carolina Flores

Rita Garabedian
Faizan Mujahid Jamil

Richard Joseph Lawrence
Brian Ma

Huda Mahmood
Tania Valsa Mathew
Trevor James McGee

Bertha Patricia Monzon
Guillermo Munoz
Erica Sue Pechek

Sam Shafiee
Samantha Yunfan Shi

Lahari Surapaneni
Stefan Zweig

MASTER OF HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

Romik Rimon Abgaryan
Axel Aguilar

Fnu Anita Mathew
Belinda Naa Aryeley Aryee
Ysabel Francesca Bautista
Lizbeth Bonilla Huerta

Kierra Lea Braxton
Isabella Castillo

Amrit Singh Chawla
Daniel Michael Cheng

Sophia Delgadillo
Jada Dennis

Lauren Garcia
Melanie Grace Gee

Edith Graciano
Alexander Gramajo

Gabriella Giselle Griego
Andreya Elizabeth Guest

Evan Holly
Grace Huh

Tatiana Isagulyan
Solange Raven Jackson
Shant Kh Kevorkian
Shammir Allen Khan

Natasha Lakshmi Koneru
Jake T. Kramer

Crystal Kwan
Serena May La

Angie Marilyn Lainez
Thanh Dat Lam

Nathan Lao
Khue Le

Leeann Grace Lee
Erin Ly

Anezka Xi Majer
Annette Michelle Malan

Melody Guadalupe Maravilla
Al Franses Nobleza Miralles

Skylar Monica Mogab
Jose Mario Moya Ferrufino

Erasmo Paniagua
Seva Pankaj Patel
Selene Phuong
Zahra Pirouzan

Shadi Pourshirazi
Amal Abdirahim Roble

Alejandra Ruelas
Jennifer Salerno
Alyson Turner
Anna Dang Vu

Kevin Zhou



MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY

Sabrina Anahi Aguilera
David Anuku

Maritza Isabella Huerta
Valerie Natalia Aronhalt

Elianna Vasilikki Asprogerakas
Keilani Barba

Anahit Michelle Barutyan
Adam Matthew Botnen

Ashley Pamela Ceballos-Hernandez
Heejin Cho

Justin George Culetu
Maria Alexandra Diaz Soto

Jeanine Erikat
Joselle Escobar

Jasmin Nallely Flores
Arleen Garcia

Sasha Gilbertson
Ariana Isabella Gutierrez

Rachel Katz
Humna Khan

Abylay Kosherbayev
Yunlang Li

Diana C Lua
Jonah Magill

Debby Arleny Marroquin
Shani Antonietta Marzuca

Maanya Medapa
Rivaldo Ernesto Moran-Salguero

Bryce Akira Nishikawa
Kayla Nordman

Jessica Marie Odishoo
Erik Raul Oliva

Devyani Ramamoorthy
Emelie Ramirez

Marcos Daniel Ruiz Rojas
Keita Saito

Emily Lynn Starr
Jingchuan Tang

Andrew Michael Teagle Tosolini
Victoria Alise Venzor
Alex Yongtai Wang

Itzel Querima Whyte-Aguayo
Kailyn Alexis Wilkerson

Andrea Younes

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN PUBLIC POLICY DATA SCIENCE

Yifan Feng
Kaavya Kumar

Salome Otero Gutierrez
Hyungyul Yum

MASTER OF URBAN PLANNING

Baemnet Legesse Abetew
Clarissa Avalos

Katrina Banzuela
Brett Barbosa

Mary Barngrover
Chiarra Bettega

Sean Fujii Bowers
Walton Heath Chancey
Mia Serena Chapman
Luke Robert Chozick
Daniela De La Cruz

Aidan Paddock Donovan
Jackson L Dowell

Claire Fu
Luyi Fu

Leila Ghazvini
Michael Vincent Gimondo

Camila Gonzalez Flores
Beatrix Heard

Ashley Tae Jung
Wesley Kao

Chan Young Kim



Ashley Leah Levi
Deming Lin

Unique Lopez
Ramon Luquin
Marlen Macias
Even McAvenia

Sean Min
Michelle Montenegro
Zoelli Ilianah Ortiz

Tacoria Kiana Denise Perry
Anna Laura Pineda

Javier Ramos
Rediet Retta

Gabriella Lizette Rodriguez
Isabella Ryan

Catherine Johanna Sabotta
Rolby Seneus

Daniele J. Simon-Thompson
Sophia Ansaldi Sousa

Ashley Stephens
Jie Sun

Michael Dylan Sutedjo
Jois Kaylee Paragas Talla

Huining Tang
Sophia Ton

Joseph Raul Trinidad
Alejandro Vasquez

Ulyses Vazquez
Minh-Tri Hoang Vu

Laura Walton
Zhenping Wang

Mallory Eleanor Wilson
Tianze Zhao

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Adrian Cruz Alvarado
Meshael Alyahyan
Deion Barrientos

Maya Natalie Beck
Steven Makoto Bell
Halle Lian Berlin
Amanda Berzins

Joshua Thomas Bohnert
Eric Alejandro Ramirez Buenrostro

Nancy Bui
Angela Gussi Iringan Caalim

Franbert Calderon
Vanessa Nicole Carranza

Stephanie Cernas Franklin
Jeremy Chang

Yessica Danielle Chavez
Qihong Chen
Shuning Chen
Yundi Chen

Ki Hyun Cheon
Timothy James Coggins

Hannah Allyssea Cruz - Goodwin

Joe Deniz Zaragoza
Matthew Bernardino Di Mario

Mingyue Ding
Xiaoyang Du

Jacqueline Duran
Russell Escueta

Jesus Antonio Espinosa
Raul Steven Felix

Robert Equihua Fierro
Evelyn Franco

Logan Cole Galimi
Cailin Garcia
Xuantong Ge

Laisha Gomez Tabal
Jesus Ahkin Gonzalez

Zion Tyler Grant-Freeman
Phoebe Alyssa Graves

Xingmin Gu
Yuti Guan

Yislaine Gurrola-Juarez
Alyssa Gutierrez
Min Jee Hahm



Suma Haque
Edith Hernandez

Seth Matthew Hewett
Crystal Nia Horn

Chima Ike
Mitali Jain

Yonghee Jang
Jiyoon Kang

Ryan Aruna Keit-Weerakoon
Jaker Kim

Jungah Kim
Grace Knighten
Lingtong Kong

Lucy Truluck Kramer
Drina Marie Krieger

Mandeep Ladhar
Young Jin Lee

Clement Leung
Cristian Lira
Kin Yee Lock

Zhaomeng Luo
Yimeng Ma

Matan Rick Madar Friedgood
Jose Michel Manrique Palma

David Maqueda
Ashley McGowan

Alexis Yair Morales Mendiola
Franchesca Moore

Erick Martin Morales
Pablo Morales

Elizabeth Morales-Castillo
Alea Motwane

Jilla Nadimi
Rachel Marcus Newhall

Jason Noble
Mariana Amber Nunez

Stacey Obodoechine
Jonathan Ochoa
Spencer O’Hara

Tatiana Ortiz Cordonero
Jui-Hsin Pai

Raj Devendra Patel
Joseph Patterson

Christopher Jake Perkins
Aleeze Imran Qamar

Griselda Ramirez
Shichen Ren

Fatima Rodriguez-Ortiz
Victoria Ronga

Luis Fernando Rubalcava
Mason Ruiz

Alexander Louis Ryan
Jayden Michael Saldana

Samuel San Martin
Erika Seward

Qianwen Shen
Chloe Alexandria Shin

Jeehoon Shin
Anamika Rose Shrestha

Yalan Shu
Tais Monserrat Silva

Diana Simmons
T’Ante Sims

Jacob Willim Stephens
Yaran Tang

Nicholas Taxera
Jamala Devern Taylor

Adriana Michelle Tejada-Sanchez
Ana Karen Tenorio

Kayla Marie Terrazas
Katalina Vang

Fidel Rogelio Vasquez
Carolyne Villaescusa
Trevor James Waldal

Yajie Wang
Ryan Christopher Welch

Antonio Mengru Wu
Chen Xu

Mingchen Yao
Seanmatthew Manuel Ysordia

Samantha Halala Yturralde
Andrew Colin Zableckis

Alicia Zamago
Evelyn Guadalupe Zamora Soriano

Chiweiyi Zhang
Yuchen Zhang



DOLLINGER MASTER OF REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT

Robert Paul Aitcheson
Justin Benjamin Bardi
Desiree Joann Bieber

Charles Alexander Blecksmith
Chad Boole

Kelly Lynn Boyle
Martin Joseph Caserio
Jean Carlo H. Castillo
Yujie (Richard) Cheng
Amita Achrekar Davis
Hayden Miles Exstrom

Kimberly Yaquenli Fontaine
Alexandra Lauren Franklin

Hugh Garvey
Michael Alexander Gomez

Ellis Perkins Gould
Ahmed Imtiaz Kabir

Jonathan Shigeru Kishaba

Marc Lebanoff
Collin Phillips Lehman

Sevag Ahanis Leon
Ramon Luquin

Christopher Martinez
Jack Tyler Morrell

Kamber Moss
Megan Nassirzadeh

Eric Nemirovsky
David Weekes Paxton
Jake Wilson Robbins

Matin Roshan
Paris Julianne Sato

Elina Segal
Joeun Shin

Adam Mark Tekunoff
Hansheng (Tony) Zhang

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN URBAN STUDIES AND PLANNING

Asha Elizabeth Adley
Kiana Melissa Amaya

Georgina Bravo
Ethan Chuang
Aidan Dayani

Gabriel Martin De Luz
Raphaela Gross Goldman

Yesenia Lujan

Katie Giselle Marcial
Adam Masura

Connor Connor McQuaide
Kyle Pan

Chareena Vedar Pascua
Jacob Davis Robinson

Catherine Johanna Sabotta
Joaquin Dario Torres

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN PUBLIC POLICY

Lila Salen Aspin
Ariana Ximena Avalos

Maya Natalie Beck
Lizbeth Bonilla Huerta

Ezekiel Dayrit Buenaventura
Rafael (Valentine) Castellanos
Jeff Erasto Cervantes Mendoza

Dhyuthi Chegu
Erin Elizabeth Delahunt

Orion Matthew Dennin
Naya Dukkipati

Chloe Hannah Ebrahimi
Bryan Roberto Fernandez Gonzalez

Mia Isabella Fields
Aiden Michael Ford

Evelyn Franco
Isabella Rose Garcia

Sophie Leah Golshani



Khristel Gabriella Gonzalez Pebe
Umeran Hailu

Gavin Felix Culaton Heraldo
Ashley Tae Jung

Bella Ann Korellis
Maxwell Taylor Krech

Cameryn Elizabeth Kwong
Wing Yat Lam

Jerry Jiyu Li
Tristan Sai Ho Li

Eleanor Jiangnan Love
Saloni Mahajan

Zachary I. Meagor

Franchesca R. Moore
Mikena Ann Moore

Alexis Yair Morales Mendiola
Chelsea Isabel Pena

Nareen Mageed Pogozelski
Rediet Retta

Brigittee Paula Adriana Sorto Chavez
Sara Taghizadeh Milani

Sindhu Tiwari
Isaac Emmanuel Tula

Lucy Westlake
Michelle Xuan

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT

Shaunt Haig Aboolian
Emily May Abts

Anthony Aleksiyenko
Jonathan Sherif-Farid Antoon

Samantha Stephanie Armendariz
Charles Robert Arnold

Grant Alden Bauer
Noah Austin Beacham

Ryan Evan Berdan
Logan William Bobis

Justin Bral
Tobias B. Brown

Alexander Johann Buettgen
Michael Burg

Hannah Lyn Carver
Avi Mani Chaim

Connor Samuel Cohen
Alexander David Conn
Cosimo Jerome Culotti

Julian Ryan Daller
Ronald James Dalmacio

Soulmaz Dian
Daniel Alfonso Dorantes

Marcos Daniel Flores 
Joseph Ethan Foss

Christi Elaine Francois

Michael Vincent Gimondo
Amanda Pavie Golbahar
Laurent Gosselin-Paradis

Julien Hadim
Taylor Marie Hicks
Jack Strong Higley

Samantha Ho 
Alexander Grueber Hoang

Dylan T. Holley
Kian Hosseini

Taylor Steven Johnson
Jonah Kashani

Arie Nathaniel Kattan 
Jonah Kashani

Tyson Rasim Korkmaz
Hannah Kuechler
Robert O. Kwon

Eric Osborne Larson
Egbert Liu

Stephanie Xitlali Luis
Emily Elizabeth Lunt

Jacob Randy Lutostanski
Jai Vijay Makhija 
Danika Mannelin

Kevin Benjamin Masjedian
Hanna Bean McLean



Joshua Melamed
Motheo Michelle Mine

Luke John Mirner
Mathew Leon Moadeb

Christian Richard John Nava
Joshua Naydavood
Jonathan Nehorai

Grant Patrick Nelligan
Daniella Sasha Neman

Ethan Rabi Nili
Omar Mustafa Omar

Eduardo Antonio Pech
Owen Christopher Philps

Ian Octave Pijeaux
Daniel Pinto

Olivia Jade Pretner
Madeleine Tilley Quinlan
Joshua Philipe Ragsdale
William Barlow Redfern

Kayla Leah Refoua
Diego Jesus Rosales

Gage Victor Roy

Sarah Ruiz
Anthony Saad

Jaden Omid Samadi
Talia Sara Sarraf

Charles William Saunders
Zachary Hunter Schwartz

Bayan Sedighian
Dylan Shamsian
Ethan Shokrian

Nicholas Isaac Starkman
Chrstyn John James Stevenson

Styles Stockham
Isabella Danielle Stoehr

Wendy Denise Texis
Jake L. Thurman

Kyle T. Tran
Alvaro Genaro Valerio

Molly Louise Wachhorst
Ethan Younai

Ashton Zakariaie
Alex Kamran Zarrinnam

This commencement program includes only students who have officially declared their graduation term for 
the 2025–2026 academic year (Fall 2025, Spring 2026, and Summer 2026).



#PriceGrad2026
#USCGrad
#PriceProud


